
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1. Use the questions below to ask, answer, or make a statement in class.   

2. Choose questions in each category to answer in order to understand the topic and objective. 

3. Connect the Questions to the main idea, topic, person, and group that needs to be discussed. 

o Connect PERSIA to the Perspectives Chart to get a better visual (pg. 4). 

o Examples given to show how to connect the main idea, topic, person, or group to PERSIA questions (pg.5). 

o Create questions of your own. 

4. Take Action by asking, answering or make a statement in class. 
 

 PERSPECTIVES – SKY BLUE 

 PERSIA – RED 

1. Who is in charge?  

2. How much power do they have?  

3. How is power transferred?  

4. Is there a bureaucracy?  

5. Who chooses leader(s)?  

6. What is the system (e.g. theocracy, absolutism, 

democracy, and communism)?  

7. Are the events leading up to a revolt or revolution?  

What is the cause and effect?  

8. Are there revolts and revolutions?  

9. What is the cause and effect?  

10. Are there significant wars, treaties, courts or laws?  

11. Did the political boundaries change over time?  

12. How is justice defined?  Is justice equitable? 

13. What are some examples of laws? 

14. Who is the political system designed for? 

15. Is government merged with religion? 

16. What is are the responsibilities of the citizen? 

17. Does the citizen have rights?  If so, are they limited? 

 

 

 

USE BUZZ WORDS TO CREATE YOUR QUESTIONS 

▪ Political Structures & Forms of Governance  
▪ Leaders, Pharaoh, Presidents, King, Emperor,  
▪ Governor, Government Empires, Nations,  
▪ Nationalism, State, Wars, Change, Revolts,  
▪ Rights, and Revolutions Courts, Laws, Codes,  
▪ Legal, Treaties, Diplomacy, Senate,  
▪ House of Representatives, Parliament,  
▪ Congress, Legislature, Jurisdiction, Regional,  
▪ Trans-regional, Global Structures & Organizations   

 
 



 
 
 

 

1. How do people earn their food?  

2. Is the economy based on agriculture, pastoralism,  

commerce small trades or professions,  

or industry like manufacturing and technology? 

3. Where is the money?  

4. What is the economic system  

(ex. Capitalism, socialism, and communism)?  

5. What are the valued and traded commodities  

(ex. Silk, sugar, spices, cotton, consumer goods)?  

6. What are the patterns of trade and commerce between various societies  

(ex. Silk Road, Trans- Saharan, Indian Ocean, Triangle Trade, NAFTA)? 

7. What is the labor system (ex. Slavery, coerced, semi-coerced, wage labor)?  

8. What stage of the economic cycle is the country in? 

▪ Expansion, peak, contraction, and trough 

2. What does the spiritual being say and expect? 

▪ Is there more than one god?  

▪ Are there limitations to the god? 

▪ Are you expected to give your life? 

✓ What is the idea of sacrifice for this religion? 

3. How are the spiritual being ideas shared with the followers? 

4. What are the beliefs of the people or groups involved?  

▪ Are they aligned with the view of their god? 

▪ What is the structure or system being formed, introduced,  

used, maintained, changed, or abolished?  

5. What is the perception of the people or groups involved?  

6. Is there a person or group trying to persuade, guide, or manipulate  

the individual or group?  

▪ What ideas are being made or given?  

▪ What religious ideas are being shared?  

▪ What is considered right and wrong?  

 

USE BUZZ WORDS TO CREATE YOUR QUESTIONS 

▪ Agriculture & Pastoral Production  
▪ Labor Systems, Businesses, Panics, Scarcity 
▪ Industrialization, Systems to Generate  
▪ Money/Wealth, Trade, Commerce, Economy,  
▪ Capital/Money, Taxes, Taxation, Tariffs 
▪ Mercantilism, Capitalism, Socialism, Communism 
▪ Recession, Depression, Inflation, GDP, GNP 
▪ Movement - People, Goods, and Ideas 

 

USE BUZZ WORDS TO CREATE YOUR QUESTIONS 

▪ Holy Books, beliefs/teachings, Faith, deities 
▪ conversion/role of missionaries, sin/salvation,  
▪ “isms”, Religion and Doctrine, god, spirit, afterlife,  
▪ Soul, Heaven, hell, purgatory, religious traditions,  
▪ Founders of belief systems or religions, Logic, 
▪ Science, Secular, World belief, Religion, Doctrine 

 



 
 
 

 

1. How does the group relate to one another?  

2. How do people communicate?  

3. How are groups organized (hierarchies/social classes)?  

4. What are the family and gender relations  

(patriarchal/matrilineal)?  

5. Are there ethnic and/or racial divisions?  

6. Are there social and economic classes inequities? Explain.  

7. What do groups prioritize or consider important? 

8. How many cultures do you see within the society? 

▪ What makes these cultures different? 

1. What are the beliefs of the people or groups involved?  

2. What is the structure or system being formed, introduced,  

used, maintained, changed, or abolished?  

3. What is the perception of the people or groups involved?  

4. How is the person or group trying to persuade, guide, or  

manipulate the individual or group?  

5. What ideas are being made or given?  

6. What religious ideas are being shared?  

7. What is considered right and wrong?  

8. What type of culture was developed? 

9. What art or music is unique to the civilization? 

10. Is education important and who can access it? 

 

1. In what geographic region is this located?  

2. What geographic landscape makes up the region?  

3. How are the people/events affected by the geography?  

4. How do the people interact with their environment?  

5. How does the environment define the culture/civilization?  

6. What are the patterns of settlement (urban/rural)?  

7. How are people using technology, science, resources and or inventions?  

▪ How are these concepts affecting the other domains?  

8. How do demography, movement, and migration 

affect people, goods, and ideas? 

 

USE BUZZ WORDS TO CREATE YOUR QUESTIONS 

▪ Art, Music, Literature, Interaction 
▪ Belief Systems, Philosophies, and Ideologies  
▪ Education, Writing, The Arts, Inventions 
▪ Math, Science & Technology, Architect  
▪ Literature, Food, Language, Values 
▪ Religion and Doctrine, Structures 
▪ Theories, Opinion, and Assumptions  
▪ Mindset, Perception and Persuasion  
▪ Ideas, Concepts, and Ideals  
▪ Ethics, morals “isms”, Perspectives  

 

USE BUZZ WORDS TO CREATE YOUR QUESTIONS 

▪ Family & Kinship  
▪ Gender Roles and Relations  
▪ Hierarchies, Social Classes  
▪ Social & Economic Classes  
▪ Racial & Ethnic Structures  
▪ Lifestyles  

 

USE BUZZ WORDS TO CREATE YOUR QUESTIONS 

▪ Physical (location, region, climate, natural barriers)  
▪ Environment, Demography & Disease  
▪ Movement/Migration, Patterns of Settlement, 
▪ Human-environment interaction 
▪ Technology Impact  
▪ Movement - People, Goods, and Ideas 



 
 
 

 

 
PERSIA and Perspective Clarifying Questions 
 
The questions below will help you connect with all the concepts of PERSIA to Perspectives.  Use the questions 
below to help you further understand what you are researching. 
 

1. What is the overall idea, goal or action taking place?   

▪ Is this a “need” or wanted? 

▪ How important is this goal to society/country/world?   

✓ Are the views different in different cultures, societies, and countries? 

▪ How does this idea affect society as a whole? 

▪ How does this idea affect different cultures within the society, politics, and economics? 

2. Does the idea, goal, or action produce progress? 

3. Is the progress gained worth the conflict? 

▪ Who is progressing? 

▪ Who is not progressing? 

4. Does the idea, goal, equitable? 

▪ Why is it fair? 

▪ Why is it not fair? 

5. Is the progress gained worth the conflict? 
▪ How important is this progress if everyone will not enjoy the benefits of the progress? 

6. Is the equity gained worth the conflict? 
▪ How important is equity if progress will be slowed, limited, or will not occur? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

1. What is the main idea, topic, person, or group you are looking to question?  

A. Topic = Ending Racism 

1.  Perspective - How does this topic relate to Progress vs. Equity? 

▪ What Perspective(s) will you choose to connect to your question(s)? 

2. What part of the picture are you focusing on? 

A. Objective 

B. Supporting Questions 

C. Compelling Question 

D. Inquiry Arc 

3. Choose the category of PERSIA you want to focus on. 

A. Social 

1.  Choose the question you want to use. 

▪ Question #2 - How do people communicate? 

2.  How many questions is the question asking? 

▪ Only one. 

3.  Add the topic to the question. 

▪ How do people communicate to end racism? 

✓ Notice the word “to” is added to make the question grammatically correct. 

B. Intellectual 

1.  Choose the question you want to use. 

▪ Question #2 - What is the structure or system being formed, introduced, used, maintained, changed, or abolished?  

2.  How many questions is the question asking? 

▪ There are 5 questions 

✓ Review Questions Breakdown if you do not understand how 5 questions are being asked in one question. 

3.  Add the topic to the questions (you’ve chosen to use). 

You only have to create sentences for the questions you are going to use. 

▪ What is the structure or system being formed to end racism? 

▪ What is the structure or system being introduced to end racism?  

▪ What is the structure or system being used to end racism? 

▪ What is the structure or system being maintained to end racism? 

✓ You can change the question to give a different perspective. 

➢ What is the structure or system being maintained to support racism? 

▪ What is the structure or system being changed or abolished to end racism?   

4.  Choose the question or questions you want to use. 

▪ What is the structure or system being formed to end racism? What is the structure or system being maintained to 

support racism? 

✓ Question that I created 

▪ What is the structure or system being changed or abolished to end racism?   

The goal is to become comfortable investigating and asking questions.                                                                                                               

As you become comfortable using the PERSIA questions you will begin to create your own questions without any assistance.   

 

 

http://historythebigpicture.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/4/15849174/how_to_answer_historical_questions_-__question_breakdown.pdf


 
 
 

 

BUZZ WORDS ARE WORDS OR PHRASES THAT HELP YOU IDENTIFY WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR.   
USE THE WORDS BELOW TO HELP YOU FIND AND IDENTIFY PERSIA CONCEPTS 

                                  BUZZ WORD COLORS – PERSPECTIVES – SKY BLUE         PERSIA – RED 
Money, Power, and Relationships can be used in exchange for the Perspective and PERSIA concepts when asking the questions below. 

 

POLITICAL/LEGAL/LAWS BUZZ WORDS 
▪ Political Structures & Forms of Governance  
▪ Leaders, Pharaoh, Presidents, King, Emperor,  
▪ Governor, Government Empires, Nations,  
▪ Nationalism, State, Wars, Change, Revolts,  
▪ Rights, and Revolutions Courts, Laws, Codes,  
▪ Legal, Treaties, Diplomacy, Senate,  
▪ House of Representatives, Parliament,  
▪ Congress, Legislature, Jurisdiction, Regional,  
▪ Trans-regional, Global Structures & Organizations  

 

EXPLAINATION: Political is 
about power, who governs 
(make and enforce rules), 
how is power used and 
does the decisions by the 
political leaders affect the 
civilization or society as 
well as other civilizations. 
 

 
 

▪ How does intellectual/ideology affect progress? 
 

▪ How does the idea or belief affect emotions?  
 

▪ How does emotions affect society? 
 

▪ How do ideas and beliefs create laws that are equitable 
and inequitable? 

 
▪ How do ideas create progress in technology? 

 
▪ Does society accept the new ideas that are being 

introduced? 
 

▪ How does the culture view the idea or belief compared to 
the society (choose perspective to answer the question)? 

 
▪ How does society react to the laws that are being 

enforced? 
 

▪ How does religion affect cultural, legal, and societal 
decisions (choose perspective to answer the question)? 

 
▪ How does societies respond to religious beliefs (choose 

perspective to answer the question)? 
 

▪ How does economics affect societies moral decisions 
(choose perspective to answer the question)? 

 
▪ How does economics affect how society is governed 

(choose perspective to answer the question)? 
 

▪ Does the idea of right and wrong change throughout 
different societies and cultures? 

 
▪ Which group feels the idea is a need and which group feels 

the idea is a want? 
 

 

Who is in charge and why?  How and why are decisions affecting society? 

    

ECONOMIC/MONEY BUZZ WORDS 
▪ Agriculture & Pastoral Production  
▪ Labor Systems, Businesses, Panics, Scarcity 
▪ Industrialization, Systems to Generate  
▪ Money/Wealth, Trade, Commerce, Economy,  
▪ Capital/Money, Taxes, Taxation, Tariffs 
▪ Mercantilism, Capitalism, Socialism, Communism 
▪ Recession, Depression, Inflation, GDP, GNP 
▪ Movement - People, Goods, and Ideas 
 

 

EXPLANATION:  
Economics is about how 
people use whatever 
resources they have to 
produce and distribute 
goods and services.  It is 
about jobs, production, 
money, and markets. 

How do people make their living?  How does economics affect civilizations? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RELIGION/SPIRITUAL/SECULAR/ATHIESM  
BUZZ WORDS 
▪ Holy Books, beliefs/teachings, Faith, deities 
▪ conversion/role of missionaries, sin/salvation,  
▪ “isms”, Religion and Doctrine, god, spirit, afterlife,  
▪ Soul, Heaven, hell, purgatory, religious traditions,  
▪ Founders of belief systems or religions, Logic, 
▪ Science, Secular, World belief, Religion, Doctrine 
 

 

EXPLANATION:  
Religion is about how 
people view God*, 
organize to worship and 
serve God, how moral 
frameworks guide 
people and society.   
 

What do people believe and why?  How can religion help and hurt society? 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
SOCIAL/SOCIETY BUZZ WORDS 
▪ Family & Kinship  
▪ Gender Roles and Relations  
▪ Hierarchies, Social Classes  
▪ Social & Economic Classes  
▪ Racial & Ethnic Structures  
▪ Lifestyles  
 

 
EXPLAINATION: 
Social is about how people live with 
other people, what groups (classes, 
gender) they belong to, how people 
interact 
 
 

 
▪ How does intellectual/ideology affect progress? 

 
▪ How does the idea or belief affect emotions?  

 
▪ How does emotions affect society? 

 
▪ How do ideas and beliefs create laws that are equitable 

and inequitable? 
 

▪ How do ideas create progress in technology? 
 

▪ Does society accept the new ideas that are being 
introduced? 

 
▪ How does the culture view the idea or belief compared to 

the society (choose perspective to answer the question)? 
 

▪ How does society react to the laws that are being 
enforced? 

 
▪ How does religion affect cultural, legal, and societal 

decisions (choose perspective to answer the question)? 
 

▪ How does societies respond to religious beliefs (choose 
perspective to answer the question)? 

 
▪ How does economics affect societies moral decisions 

(choose perspective to answer the question)? 
 

▪ How does economics affect how society is governed 
(choose perspective to answer the question)? 

 
▪ Does the idea of right and wrong change throughout 

different societies and cultures? 
 

▪ Which group feels the idea is a need and which group feels 
the idea is a want? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do people relate to one another?  How does ideologies affect societies? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTELLECTUAL/ARTISTIC/CULTURE  
BUZZ WORDS 
▪ Art, Music, Literature, Interaction 
▪ Belief Systems, Philosophies, and Ideologies  
▪ Education, Writing, The Arts, Inventions 
▪ Math, Science & Technology, Architect  
▪ Literature, Food, Language, Values 
▪ Religion and Doctrine, Structures 
▪ Theories, Opinion, and Assumptions  
▪ Mindset, Perception and Persuasion  
▪ Ideas, Concepts, and Ideals  
▪ Ethics, morals “isms”, Perspectives  
 

 

EXPLANATION 
Intellectual is the way people 
think about and express their 
knowledge.  Artistic is the ways 
people express their creativity 
through various means (i.e. 
painting, sculpture, 
architecture, literature, music). 
Culture is how a group of people 
thing about and express their 
knowledge. 
 

 

How do we learn?  How do we express ourselves?  How does society express 
themselves? 

 

 
 
 

AREA/GEOGRAPHY/INTERACTION BUZZ WORDS 
▪ Physical (location, region, climate, natural barriers)  
▪ Environment, Demography & Disease  
▪ Movement/Migration, Patterns of Settlement, 
▪ Human-environment interaction 
▪ Technology Impact  
▪ Movement - People, Goods, and Ideas  

 

EXPLANATION: 
Area/Geography is about 
the physical environment 
of the relationship 
between the 
environment and the 
society. 
 
 

How does where we live impact how we live (and vice versa)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Summarize your findings of each concept below. 

Political 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Economic 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Religion 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Social 
 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Intellectual 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Area/Geography 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 


