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Name: Date: 
 

Period: Compelling Question:  

 
Instructions: Read the Olive Branch Petition below and decide who sent the Olive Branch Petition and why this action was 
an effort to avoid war.   

Background: NOTE: The Second Continental Congress adopted the Olive Branch Petition on July 5, 1775, as a final effort to 
avoid a full-scale war with the British. The petition came after the initial round of fighting between British soldiers and 
American colonists began on April 19, 1775 at Lexington and Concord. The petition was ignored by King George III who 
replied with the Proclamation of Rebellion in August 23, 1775, essentially declaring war against the colonists. 
 

Steps: 
1. Read the entire document.  2. Underline the Supporting Details. 3. Place a STAR by the Main Idea. 4. Summarize any notes on the right-

side margin.  

Things to Consider… A: What is the author’s purpose? B: What text features were used? C: What is the tone? 

 

Article Title:  Notes/Vocabulary: 
 

Your Majesty’s Ministers, persevering in their measures, and proceeding to open 
hostilities for enforcing them, have compelled us to arm in our own defense, and 
have engaged us in a controversy so peculiarly abhorrent to the affections of your 
still faithful Colonists, that when we consider whom we must oppose in this contest, 
and if it continues, what may be the consequences, our own particular misfortunes 
are accounted by us only as parts of our distress.  
 
Knowing to what violent resentments and incurable animosities civil discords are apt 
to exasperate and inflame the contending parties, we think ourselves required by 
indispensable obligations to Almighty God, to your Majesty, to our fellow-subjects, 
and to ourselves, immediately to use all the means in our power, not incompatible 
with our safety, for stopping the further effusion of blood, and for averting the 
impending calamities that threaten the British Empire. 
 
Thus called upon to address your Majesty on affairs of such moment to America, and 
probably to all your Dominions, we are earnestly desirous of performing this office 
with the utmost deference for your Majesty; and we therefore pray, that your 
Majesty’s royal magnanimity and benevolence may make the most favourable 
constructions of our expressions on so uncommon an occasion. Could we represent 
in their full force the sentiments that agitate the minds of us your dutiful subjects, 
we are persuaded your Majesty would ascribe any seeming deviation from reverence 
in our language, and even in our conduct, not to any reprehensible intention, but to 
the impossibility of reconciling the usual appearances of respect with a just attention 
to our own preservation against those artful and cruel enemies who abuse your royal 
confidence and authority, for the purpose of effecting our destruction.… 
 
We beg leave further to assure your Majesty, that notwithstanding the sufferings of 
your loyal Colonists during the course of this present controversy, our breasts retain 
too tender a regard for the kingdom from which we derive our origin, to request 
such a reconciliation as might, in any manner, be inconsistent with her dignity or her 
welfare. These, related as we are to her, honour and duty, as well as inclination, 
induce us to support and advance; and the apprehensions that now oppress our 
hearts with unspeakable grief, being once removed, your Majesty will find your 
faithful subjects on this Continent ready and willing at all times, as they have ever 
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been, with their lives and fortunes, to assert and maintain the rights and interests of 
your Majesty, and of our Mother Country. 
 
We therefore beseech your Majesty, that your royal authority and influence may be 
graciously interposed to procure us relief from our afflicting fears and jealousies, 
occasioned by the system before-mentioned, and to settle peace through every part 
of our Dominions, with all humility submitting to your Majesty’s wise consideration, 
whether it may not be expedient, for facilitating those important purposes, that your 
Majesty be pleased to direct some mode, by which the united applications of your 
faithful Colonists to the Throne, in pursuance of their common counsels, may be 
improved into a happy and permanent reconciliation; and that, in the mean time, 
measures may be taken for preventing the further destruction of the lives of your 
Majesty’s subjects; and that such statutes as more immediately distress any of your 
Majesty’s Colonies, may be repealed.… 
 
That your Majesty may enjoy a long and prosperous reign, and that your 
descendants may govern your Dominions with honour to themselves and happiness 
to their subjects, is our sincere prayer. 
 
Public domain. Available from the Lillian Goldman Law Library, Yale Law School: 
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