
HOW TO WRITE A SUMMARY WITH YOUR PERSPECTIVE 
PARAGRAPH 1 - Summary of Text 
Summarize Text (Introduction) and give your perspective. This paragraph will introduce the text and your answer perspective.   

• Summarize the text: 
o Recap the event, text, or issues (who, what, when, and where).  

▪ Summarize the reading by discussing the main idea. 

✓ Explain the controversy.  
✓ Tell why there is a controversy. 
✓ What are the options?  
✓ Was the main idea leading up to an event/is it ongoing? /What was the end result? 

 

 
PARAGRAPH 2 - Your Perspective/Answer 
Follow these steps for each example you use 

1. Write your answer or perspective to the historical question (your thesis statement). 

➢ List the points that will answer the question or prove your perspective 

2. Introduce your first reason/example listed in your thesis statement that supports your argument.  

➢ This should be your strongest reason or example 

3. Select a quote or other evidence/example that will convince a skeptic of your argument AND state who/where this 

evidence comes from.  

4. Explain how your quote or evidence/example supports your argument. 

➢ Identify and discuss Perspectives 

▪ Explain Perspectives that apply to how you view the text. 

▪ Connect to PERSIA and Progress vs. Equity. 

➢ Explain your judgement (per text).  If one text is used, all the examples apply. 

▪ Explain your judgement of reliability. 

▪ The influence of content and/or 

▪ The quality of the author’s facts and examples 

5. Follow steps 1 through 3 for every example you use. 

 
CONCLUSION – Explain the importance by discussing if the main idea is leading up to an important event, if the topic is ongoing 
(example: current event article) or if the main idea is concluding an important event. 
Follow these steps for each example you use 

1. End with why the evidence you presented is important. 

➢ Discuss how your answer/perspective connects with the Inquiry Arc, Compelling Question, Objective(s) and or the 
standards to explain why it is important. 
 

4 Questions to Understanding the Importance 
➢ Who or what is the focus/main idea of the question(s) and the assignment (make the connection)? 

▪ How does this relate to the Inquiry Arc, Compelling Question, Objective and/or the Standards? 
▪ How does PERSIA and Perspectives connect with Progress and Equity? 

✓ Choose the most important examples to obtain a Level 4 answer. 
➢ Why is this important to the course I am taking? 
➢ How does this topic affect our society today? 
➢ How does this topic affect me and or my family and friends? 

 

This document explains how to add more than one example to answer one answer. 
Sentence Starters are located on the next page. 

 



 

Helpful Sentence Starters for Writing Historical Perspectives 

It is okay to copy work ONLY IF you give credit to where you took the information from.  This is done by using the “…” (quotation marks).  Below are sentence starters to 
introduce the text (examples) you’ve chosen. 

 

Summarizing the Article  

From Start to Finish Using 

Sentence Staters 

Sentence Starters are in Orange 

 

You can use prior knowledge to help summarize the text. 
➢ MAIN IDEA  

▪  (Name the document/video) is about… 

✓ Name the main idea of the article. 
 

➢ PROBLEM (Equity vs. Progress)  

▪ The problem taking place in the article/video is… 

▪ The reason why this/these issue(s) is/are taking place is because… AND/OR…  

▪ This is considered a problem because… AND/OR…  

▪ Although, this is considered a problem the benefit(s) is/are… 

➢ What Perspectives help you understand the idea of Equity vs. Progress better? 
 

• HOW DO DIFFERENT PEOPLE VIEW THE PROBLEM/IS IT CONSIDERED PROBLEM AND/OR BENEFIT?   

▪ (Name Group A/Person 1) views the (main idea) as… because…   

▪ (Name Group B/Person 2) views the (main idea) as… because… 

Do the same with any other groups or persons involved. 
 

➢ WERE THERE OPTIONS TO DISCUSS HOW TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM?  

▪ Some options to resolve the (name the problem) were… 

✓ Name the chosen examples. 

▪ There were no options discussing how to resolve the (name issue).   

✓ This problem will continue as long as… or  

✓ At this point no changes have been made towards… 
 

➢ CONCLUSION? Is the main idea leading up to a major event or is it concluding? 

▪ The (main idea) is leading up to… 

▪ The end result was… or 

▪ The final decision was… or  

▪ This problem will continue as long as… 
 

 

Introducing ideas/ 

Introducing your perspective 

 

After reading information from (name the article), I believe… 

After reading information from both sides, …  

 

After reading [write down authors of each document], I 

don’t believe… 

 

Introducing a quote/evidence 
 

S/He wrote that, “…” 

The article states, “…” 

 

One reason was, “…” 

 

Explaining a 

quote/evidence/example 
 

 

His/her quote/evidence shows that… 

This quote/evidence means… 

This example shows that… 

 

S/He used this claim as a reason… 

(name the person) said this because... 

 

Evaluating a 

quote/evidence/example 
 

 

This argument is not convincing because 

This quote/evidence/example is not believable… 

 

This point makes sense because… 

This example is believable because… 

 

Adding to what you have already 

written 

 

Another reason why this is true is that 

 

 

 

Moreover… 

In addition, … 

Another example… 
 

 

Including ideas from another 

perspective 
 

 

On the other hand, … 

It may also be argued that… 

While… 

 

[Name of the person with the opposing perspective] had a 

different point of view. S/he believed that… 

 

Rejecting or Refuting other 

perspectives 

 

[Name of person or Describe evidence] was more reliable [explain] 
 

But there is a problem with [his/her] thinking because… 

 

Wrapping things up 
 

When all of the facts on both sides are considered, … 

(Main idea) is important because… 

This/These example(s) help clarify the importance of… 

 

While it may never be answered conclusively, the available 

evidence strongly suggests that… 



Helpful Steps to Completing Your Summary and Perspective   

It is okay to copy work ONLY IF you give credit to where you took the information from.  This is done by using the “…” (quotation marks).   
Below are sentence starters to introduce the text (examples) you’ve chosen. 

 

Getting Your Summary in Order 
1. MAIN IDEA WITH AUTHOR’S PERSPECTIVE - Thomas Fox-Brewster builds a picture to show both the positives and negatives regarding spending $3 million 

dollars on the monitoring of legal and illegal immigrants.  

2. PROBLEM (Equity vs. Progress) - ICE and DHS are spending millions of dollars to track the behaviors and movements of immigrants on social media.  

➢ What Perspectives help you understand the idea of Equity vs. Progress better? 

3. WHY THE ISSUE IS TAKING PLACE/IS IT CONSIDERED PROBLEM AND/OR BENEFIT? - Help in solve crimes but invade the privacy of American citizens.  

4. WERE THERE OPTIONS TO DISCUSS HOW TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM? - At this point no changes have been made towards how ICE and Homeland security 

will spend their money. 

5. CONCLUSION? – There was no conclusion, and the main idea was not leading up to a major event. 
 

 

Using Your 

Summary 

Sentence Starters 

 

1. Trump’s Immigration Cops Just Spent $3 Million On These Ex-DARPA Social Media Data Miners is about how Thomas Fox-Brewster 

builds a picture to show both the positives and negatives regarding spending $3 million dollars on the monitoring of legal and illegal 

immigrants.   

2. The problem taking place is ICE and DHS are spending millions of dollars to track the behaviors and movements of immigrants on 

social media.  

3. This is considered a problem because it will invade the privacy of American citizens.   

4. Homeland Security and ICE conders this a benefit since this technology could help in solving crimes.   

5. At this point no changes have been made towards how ICE and Homeland security will spend their money. 
 

 

Finished 

Summary 

 

Trump’s Immigration Cops Just Spent $3 Million On These Ex-DARPA Social Media Data Miners is about how Thomas Fox-
Brewster builds a picture to show both the positives and negatives regarding spending $3 million dollars on the monitoring of legal 
and illegal immigrants.  The problem taking place is ICE and DHS are spending millions of dollars to track the behaviors and 
movements of immigrants on social media. This is considered a problem because it will invade the privacy of American citizens.  
Homeland Security and ICE conders this a benefit since this technology could help in solving crimes.  At this point no changes have 
been made towards how ICE and Homeland security will spend their money. 

 
 

 
 

Getting Your Perspective in Order 
1. MAIN IDEA WITH YOUR PERSPECTIVE - DHS and ICE should not be wasting millions of dollars on monitoring legal or illegal immigrants. If the government 

can monitor and build profiles on immigrants, then invading the privacy of its own citizens’ will soon follow. 
2. CHOOSE YOUR QUOTES/EXAMPLES - 2 Examples were chosen (make sure you choose the correct number of examples for your assignment) 
3. IMPORTANCE - Government shouldn’t be invading United States citizens privacy.  Goes against our constitutional rights. 

4. EQUITY vs. PROGRESS (Discuss the Problem) - Help to solve crimes but invades the privacy of American citizens.  

Notice how the words Equity vs. Progress were not used but the concepts were still discussed. 

➢ What Perspectives help you understand the idea of Equity vs. Progress better? 

5. CONCLUSION – DHS and ICE will continue to spend money on tracking illegal and legal immigrants. 
 

 

 

Using Sentence 

Starters to 

complete your 

perspective 

Use people or the 

main idea to 

start your 

sentences. 

 

1. YOUR PERSPECTIVE ABOUT THE MAIN IDEA - DHS and ICE should not be wasting millions of dollars on monitoring legal or illegal 
immigrants. If the government can monitor and build profiles on immigrants, then invading the privacy of its own citizens’ will soon 
follow. 
 

2. QUOTE/EXAMPLE # 1 - The CEO of Giant Oak, Gary Shiffman does not provide a logical argument.  He says, “the tool will gather all 
the open source information cops need to start tracing someone.”  Shiffman explains there are benefits to spending the 3 million 
dollars on PURCHASING GHOST TO CATCH IMMIGRANTS WHO COMMIT SERIOUS CRIMES.  HOWEVER, INVADING THE PRIVACY OF 
IMMIGRANTS IS NOT RIGHT IF THE GOVERNMENT IS ALLOWED TO INVADE THE PRIVACY OF IMMIGRANTS TO CATCH CRIMINALS, 
WHAT WILL STOP THEM FROM INVADING AMERICAN CITIZENS PRIVACY FOR THE SAME REASONS?  

 

QUOTE/EXAMPLE # 2 - Faiz Shakir of the American Civil Liberties Union makes a great point. He says, it was "clear that the 
government intends to retain the social media information of people who have immigrated to this country.”  Faiz Shakir discusses 
the government’s ineffective actions towards immigrants to protect national security.  CREATING A PROFILE FOR EVERY PERSON 
THAT IS AN IMMIGRANT IS INEFFECTIVE BECAUSE THERE IS ONLY A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF IMMIGRANTS, ILLEGAL OR LEGAL THAT 
ARE COMMITING SERIOUS CRIMES.  

 
 

3. IMPORTANCE - This story is important because I feel the government is monitoring ALL of its citizens and this gives me the 
information that confirms it.   Just because Shiffman says, “GOST is a model citizen” does not mean that GOST is safe. 
 

4. EQUITY vs. PROGRESS - Spending millions of dollars on tracking immigrants is a waste of time and money especially since the 
government knows where the illegal immigrants are currently residing.  If they were really a threat they should be removed from 
this country.   
 

5. CONCLUSION - GOST is not a human, it is technology and humans control the development and monitoring of the program, which 
allows for corruption.  If the government truly believed in model citizens, they would not be monitoring legal immigrants.  Their 
focus would be to remove all illegal immigrants instead of indiscriminately monitoring all immigrants. 



 

 

 

 

Finished 

Perspective 

 

 

DHS and ICE should not be wasting millions of dollars on monitoring legal or illegal immigrants. If the government can 
monitor and build profiles on immigrants, then invading the privacy of its own citizens’ will soon follow.  The CEO of Giant 
Oak, Gary Shiffman does not provide a logical argument.  He says, “the tool will gather all the open source information cops 
need to start tracing someone.”  Shiffman explains there are benefits to spending the 3 million dollars on PURCHASING 
GHOST TO CATCH IMMIGRANTS WHO COMMIT SERIOUS CRIMES.  HOWEVER, INVADING THE PRIVACY OF IMMIGRANTS IS 
NOT RIGHT IF THE GOVERNMENT IS ALLOWED TO INVADE THE PRIVACY OF IMMIGRANTS TO CATCH CRIMINALS, WHAT WILL 
STOP THEM FROM INVADING AMERICAN CITIZENS PRIVACY FOR THE SAME REASONS?  Faiz Shakir of the American Civil 
Liberties Union makes a great point. He says, it was "clear that the government intends to retain the social media 
information of people who have immigrated to this country.”  Faiz Shakir discusses the government’s ineffective actions 
towards immigrants to protect national security.  CREATING A PROFILE FOR EVERY PERSON THAT IS AN IMMIGRANT IS 
INEFFECTIVE BECAUSE THERE IS ONLY A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF IMMIGRANTS, ILLEGAL OR LEGAL THAT ARE COMMITING 
SERIOUS CRIMES.   This story is important because I feel the government is monitoring ALL of its citizens and this gives me 
the information that confirms it.   Just because Shiffman says, “GOST is a model citizen” does not mean that GOST is safe.  
Spending millions of dollars on tracking immigrants is a waste of time and money especially since the government knows 
where the illegal immigrants are currently residing.  If they were really a threat they should be removed from this country.  
GOST is not a human, it is technology and humans control the development and monitoring of the program, which allows for 
corruption.  If the government truly believed in model citizens, they would not be monitoring legal immigrants.  Their focus 
would be to remove all illegal immigrants instead of indiscriminately monitoring all immigrants.   
 

 

Finished  

Assignment 

 

 

Trump’s Immigration Cops Just Spent $3 Million On These Ex-DARPA Social Media Data Miners is about how 
Thomas Fox-Brewster builds a picture to show both the positives and negatives regarding spending $3 million dollars on the 
monitoring of legal and illegal immigrants.  The problem taking place is ICE and DHS are spending millions of dollars to track 
the behaviors and movements of immigrants on social media. This is considered a problem because it will invade the privacy 
of American citizens.  Homeland Security and ICE conders this a benefit since this technology could help in solving crimes.  At 
this point no changes have been made towards how ICE and Homeland security will spend their money. 

 
DHS and ICE should not be wasting millions of dollars on monitoring legal or illegal immigrants. If the government 

can monitor and build profiles on immigrants, then invading the privacy of its own citizens’ will soon follow.  The CEO of 
Giant Oak, Gary Shiffman does not provide a logical argument.  He says, “the tool will gather all the open source 
information cops need to start tracing someone.”  Shiffman explains there are benefits to spending the 3 million dollars on 
PURCHASING GHOST TO CATCH IMMIGRANTS WHO COMMIT SERIOUS CRIMES.  HOWEVER, INVADING THE PRIVACY OF 
IMMIGRANTS IS NOT RIGHT IF THE GOVERNMENT IS ALLOWED TO INVADE THE PRIVACY OF IMMIGRANTS TO CATCH 
CRIMINALS, WHAT WILL STOP THEM FROM INVADING AMERICAN CITIZENS PRIVACY FOR THE SAME REASONS?  Faiz Shakir 
of the American Civil Liberties Union makes a great point. He says, it was "clear that the government intends to retain the 
social media information of people who have immigrated to this country.”  Faiz Shakir discusses the government’s 
ineffective actions towards immigrants to protect national security.  CREATING A PROFILE FOR EVERY PERSON THAT IS AN 
IMMIGRANT IS INEFFECTIVE BECAUSE THERE IS ONLY A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF IMMIGRANTS, ILLEGAL OR LEGAL THAT ARE 
COMMITING SERIOUS CRIMES.   This story is important because I feel the government is monitoring ALL of its citizens and 
this gives me the information that confirms it.   Just because Shiffman says, “GOST is a model citizen” does not mean that 
GOST is safe.  Spending millions of dollars on tracking immigrants is a waste of time and money especially since the 
government knows where the illegal immigrants are currently residing.  If they were really a threat they should be removed 
from this country.  GOST is not a human, it is technology and humans control the development and monitoring of the 
program, which allows for corruption.  If the government truly believed in model citizens, they would not be monitoring legal 
immigrants.  Their focus would be to remove all illegal immigrants instead of indiscriminately monitoring all immigrants.   

 

 


