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STEP 2 is focused on explaining your answer by giving examples to support why your answer is correct. 
 

 

STEP 3 is focused on showing why the topic/answer and examples are important by making strong connections and discussing Perspectives by 
identifying Progress and Equity. 
 

 

Putting It All Together 
 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: In order to receive a Level 3 or 4 when answering questions, you will have to complete three steps to show Complete Understanding.   
STEP 1 is focused on answering the question.  This is the most important step because you can’t get a score no higher than a Level 1 if the answer is wrong.   

➢ Identifying and understanding what the question is asking is the first step to answering the question or project correctly. 
➢ Once you have identified and understand what the question is asking then you can begin to answer the question 

  
TO ACHIEVE A LEVEL 2 OR ABOVE YOU MUST ANSWER THE QUESTION CORRECTLY AND INCORPORATE STEPS 2 AND 3 CORRECTLY.   
COMPLETING ONLY STEP 1 EQUALS A LEVEL 1.   
 

 

1. Identify How Many Questions/Points You Have to Answer  
A. Decide how many questions the question is asking?   

Review Questions Breakdown if more assistance is needed. 
➢ Are there any plural words like “and”,” each”, or other words, phrases, or commas being used to require multiple answers? 
➢ Is the question questioning a process?  If it is discussing a process, multiple examples are required. 

✓ If more than one question is being asked, write those questions down individually.   
B. Create sentence starters for each question. 

 

2. ANSWER - Answer the Question (Discovery notes - Yellow) 
A. Research the question and or review notes to find the answer. 

• Work with teacher and classmates to help discover the answer – Ask Questions, Give Ideas!!! 

• Identify vocabulary words you can use in your answer.  (Vocabulary words – Blue) 

B. Answer the question using your sentence starter.  
• Incorporate the vocabulary terms. 
• Make vocabulary terms grammatically correct. 

C. Make sure you have answered the question correctly. 
• Review your notes and research 
• Collaborate with your classmates and discuss questions, ideas, and possible answers/examples.  

i. Collaborate means to work together and learn from each other NOT one person doing all the work and the other person 
copying that work. 

• Review with teacher any questions, comments, or ideas you may have. 
• Assess your answer by comparing your answer to the History Rubric 
• Review the History Rubric 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://historythebigpicture.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/4/15849174/how_to_answer_historical_questions_-_step_2_explaining_your_answer_with_examples.pdf
http://historythebigpicture.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/4/15849174/how_to_answer_historical_questions_-_step_3_explaining_the_importance.pdf
http://historythebigpicture.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/4/15849174/how_to_answer_historical_questions_-_step_3_explaining_the_importance.pdf
http://historythebigpicture.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/4/15849174/how_to_answer_historical_questions.pdf
http://historythebigpicture.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/4/15849174/how_to_answer_historical_questions_-__question_breakdown.pdf
http://historythebigpicture.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/4/15849174/history_response_rubric.pdf
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INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO ANSWER TRICKY QUESTION CORRECTLY AND HOW TO UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE 
➢ Then and Now Questions 

o Then and Now Questions are questions that can be answered by discussing the unit or by discussing the present (now). 
➢ Some questions are broad (Then and Now) questions that will require you to input information into the question to discuss the unit and also 

connect the question to the present (now). 
o For example, how are societies built?   

▪ There are many ways to answer this question, but this question is expecting you to discuss Native American, African, and 
European cultures in the Americas since these are the main groups in the Unit.   

• The questions you should be asking is How did Native Americans, Africans and Europeans build different 
societies in the Americas?  

➢ Once you understand the main idea of the Inquiry Arc’s answer the Compelling Question’s main ideas become clear. 
o How did we get here now means how did the Native Americans, Africans, and Europeans get here?   

➢ Now that you understand what the Inquiry Arc is actually asking, you can discuss why the information you are learning is important by 
referencing the main ideas of the Inquiry Arc. 

o Then and Now 
▪ Then - Connect the question to the Unit. 
▪ Now – Connect the question to what is going on today. 

 

When you can answer these questions, you will understand the importance of the topic.  The deeper the answer, the deeper the understanding. 
➢ The Inquiry Arc (question) gives the main idea in the question.   
➢ You have the importance of the unit in the Inquiry Arc’s main idea.  
➢ Vocabulary gives you clues if you are struggling to understand or connect the objectives, Compelling and Supporting Questions to 

the Inquiry Arc. 
➢ Review your Study guide and read the main ideas to get a better understanding of the unit. 

 

 

EXAMPLES 
Inquiry Arc - How did humans become civilized? 

1. Hunters and Gatherers (vocabulary) 
2. We are studying how hunters and gatherers became civilized. 
3. We are studying what makes our current civilizations successful. 
4. We are studying how I can be successful in the civilization I am living in. 

 

Inquiry Arc - How are societies built? 
What is the Inquiry Arc REALLY Asking?  What societies is the question talking about? 
Real Question - How did Paleo-Indians/Native Americans, Africans, and Europeans build different societies in the Americas? 

1. Paleo Indians/Native Americans, Africans, and Europeans. 
o New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies 

2. Need to understand why people migrated to the Americas (Paleo Indians). 
3. I am studying the early history of the United States (Native Americans, Africans, and European civilizations). 
4. I am living in the United States and I need to understand how America became America and how the American system works so I can be 

successful. 
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EXAMPLE 1: SUPPORTING QUESTION #1 - What is the agricultural revolution? 
 

1. Identify How Many Questions/Points You Have to Answer  
A. Decide how many questions the question is asking?   

• One question is being asked.   
B. Create sentence starters for each question. 

• The agricultural revolution was 
 

2. ANSWER - Answer the Question (Discovery notes - Yellow) 
A. Research the question and or review notes to find the answer. 

• Identify vocabulary words you can use in your answer.  (Vocabulary words – Blue) 
 

DECIDE VOCABULARY 
A. Hunters and Gatherers C. Irrigation E. Domestication G. Nomadic 
B. Neolithic Revolution D. Animals, water, plants F. City/Civilization  H. Surplus 

 
Make chosen vocabulary words grammatically correct when creating your sentences. 

 

B. ANSWER THE QUESTION using your sentence starter and vocabulary terms.  
The agricultural revolution is when nomads decided to give up their nomadic lifestyle of hunting and gathering and began to farm.   

 

 
 
EXAMPLE 2: SUPPORTING QUESTION #1 - Who were the first inhabitants of America? 
 

1. Identify How Many Questions/Points You Have to Answer  
A. Decide how many questions the question is asking?   

• One question is being asked.   
B. Create sentence starters for each question. 

• The ______ were the first inhabitants of America. 
 

2. ANSWER - Answer the Question (Discovery notes - Yellow) 
A. Research the question and or review notes to find the answer. 

• Identify vocabulary words you can use in your answer.  (Vocabulary words – Blue) 
 

DECIDE VOCABULARY   
A. Pastoral Nomads C. Asian E. Bering Strait G. Migrate I. Cherokee K. Inca 
B. Native Americans D. Paleo-Indians F. Mammoths H. Sioux J. Aztec L. Society 

 
Make chosen vocabulary words grammatically correct when creating your sentences. 

 

B. ANSWER THE QUESTION using your sentence starter and vocabulary terms.  
The Pastoral Nomads of Asia otherwise known as the Paleo-Indians were the first inhabitants of America.  
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 ONLY Completing Step 1 Will Be Graded as a Level 1 Answer 
2nd and 3rd Steps Need to be Added to the Answer. 

 

 

QUESTION/TOPIC 
 

Think about how the question connects to the Inquiry Arc and objective 
 

IDENTIFY HOW MANY QUESTIONS/POINTS YOU HAVE TO ANSWER 
 

A. Identify how many questions the question is asking?   
Review Questions Breakdown if more assistance is needed. 

➢ Are there any plural words like “and”,” each”, or other words, phrases, or commas being used to require 
multiple answers? 

➢ Is the question questioning a process?  If it is discussing a process, multiple examples are required. 
✓ If more than one question is being asked, write those questions down individually.  

 
 

 

CREATE SENTENCE STARTERS 
  

A. Decide how many sentence starters you need for the question. 
➢ Is the focus of the question plural?  Are the words “and”,” each”, or other plural words, phrases, or 

commas being used to require multiple answers? 
➢ Is the question questioning a process?  If it is discussing a process, multiple examples are required. 
➢ Is the question asking for an example or multiple examples?    

B. Rephrase the question into a statement to answer the question (Make the statement grammatically correct). 
C. Write a sentence starter for each question that needs to be answered.   

 

ANSWER - ANSWER THE QUESTION 
 

A. Research the question and or review notes to find the answer. 
• Ask teacher and classmates for help and or to discuss ideas. – Ask Questions, Give Ideas!!! 

✓ No one wants to work with someone who only takes. 
• Identify vocabulary words you can use in your answer.  (Vocabulary words – Blue) 

B. Answer the question using your sentence starter(s).  
• Incorporate the vocabulary terms. 
• Make the vocabulary grammatically correct. 
•  

REVIEW AND MAKE SURE YOUR ANSWER IS CORRECT 
 

C. Make sure you have answered the question correctly. 
• Review your notes and research 
• Collaborate with your classmates and discuss questions, ideas, and possible answers/examples.  

✓ Collaborate means to work together and learn from each other NOT one person doing all the 
work and the other person copying that work. 

• Review with teacher any questions, comments, or ideas you may have. 
• Assess your answer by comparing your answer to the History Rubric 

✓ Review the History Rubric 
✓ You should KNOW without a doubt you have the correct answer. 

 

STEP 1 GUIDE - ANSWER THE QUESTION 

STEP 2 GUIDE - EXPLAINING YOUR ANSWERS WITH EXAMPLES 

STEP 3 GUIDE - IMPORTANCE 
 

PUT IT ALL TOGETHER 
 

http://historythebigpicture.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/4/15849174/how_to_answer_historical_questions_-__question_breakdown.pdf
http://historythebigpicture.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/4/15849174/history_response_rubric.pdf
http://historythebigpicture.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/4/15849174/how_to_answer_historical_questions_-_step_1_answering_the_question.pdf
http://historythebigpicture.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/4/15849174/how_to_answer_historical_questions_-_step_2_explaining_your_answer_with_examples.pdf
http://historythebigpicture.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/4/15849174/how_to_answer_historical_questions_-_step_3_explaining_the_importance.pdf
http://historythebigpicture.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/8/4/15849174/how_to_answer_historical_questions.pdf

